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Maundy Thursday - Thursday, April 9, 2020  

AS WE GATHER 

Over the centuries, God dealt with His people through covenants. Noah, Moses, and David all received covenants, 

each full of grace and blessing. One covenant, though, was still only a promise until the coming of Christ: The new 

covenant prophesied through Jeremiah, when everyone would know God as the One who had forgiven their sins. 

The writer of Hebrews remembers the promise and sees it fulfilled in our Lord’s death, eliminating the need for 

further sacrifices. On the night in which He was betrayed, Jesus instituted the Lord’s Supper, and He said the cup is 

“the new covenant in My blood.” We celebrate the blessings that come to us in the Sacrament: forgiveness of sins, 

life, and salvation. 

"Maundy" is the traditional English name for the Thursday of Holy Week, so named because of the institution of 

the Lords Supper by Jesus as he said "A new commandment I give to you: love one another." (John 13:34) (That is, 

in Latin, mandatum novum, or "new commandment"). You may also call it “Commandment Thursday.” 

   

Welcome & Invocation 

 
445 When You Woke That Thursday Morning sts. 1–3 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune: © 1987 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005858 
Text: © 1991 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005858 

Call to Worship     Luke 22:19–20; Hebrews 10:17–18, 22; Psalm 25:6–7 
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Pastor:  Lest we forget, Jesus commanded, 

People: “Do this in remembrance of Me.” 

Pastor:  For, He explained, 

People: “This cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in My blood.” 

Pastor: The new covenant is the fulfillment of the promise made centuries earlier through Jeremiah. It is 

recalled in the Epistle lesson today: 

People: “I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more. Where there is forgiveness of 

these, there is no longer any offering for sin.” 

Pastor:  Therefore, the writer exhorts us,  

People: “let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith.” 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

Pastor: People of God, we struggle against sin, death, and the power of the devil. We have intensified 

the struggle begun at Baptism to daily die with Christ and also to rise daily in Christ to live anew. 

In this struggle we have been reminded again that we are weak and Christ is strong. We need 

the forgiveness of our sins in order to live as the people God has called us to be. As we 

approach the Table of the Lord in faithful obedience, we are asking Him to remember us as well! 

It is the age-old plea David expressed in the Psalms: 

People: Remember Your mercy, O LORD, and Your steadfast love, 

for they have been from of old. 

Remember not the sins of my youth or my transgressions; 

according to Your steadfast love remember me, 

for the sake of Your goodness, O LORD! 

Pastor: Let us now draw ear to our gracious God to confess our sins, assured that for the sake of Jesus’ 

sacrificial death, forgiveness is freely available. 

Silence for reflection on the Word of God and our sinful condition. 

Pastor:  Gracious heavenly Father, 

People: we have forgotten how much You love us and at times wondered about Your plans for us. 

We have forgotten to love our neighbors as ourselves and instead in our thoughts, words, 

and deeds, we have put our own interests first. We have forgotten that we are sinful from 

birth and bound to sin; we thought we had the power to change. In Your mercy for Jesus’ 

sake, and as You have promised, forgive our iniquity, and remember our sin no more. 

Pastor: Brothers and sisters, faith is personal. We cannot believe for one another. The Small Catechism 

teaches, “That person is truly worthy and well prepared who has faith in these words: 

People: ‘Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.’ ” 

Pastor: In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name 

of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. Now may the God of peace Himself 

sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit, soul, and body be kept blameless at the 

coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful; He will surely do it. Go in  peace. 

People: Amen. 

Prayer of the Day  

Pastor:  O Lord, as we celebrate this Sacrament, we remember Your entire life of service and especially 

Your death, by which we are given life. Grant that we may proclaim Your death as often as we 

eat this bread and drink this cup; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
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About Today: Holy Thursday begins the great three days that commemorate how God accomplished our 

salvation in Jesus Christ. The first part of the service is confession and forgiveness, the 

culmination of the Lenten season of repentance. Holy Thursday then recalls two central events 

leading up to Jesus’ death and resurrection. First is the Lord’s Supper. The Gospel tells of the 

Holy Thursday night when, during the Passover meal, Jesus took bread, gave thanks, broke it, 

and gave it to His disciples, saying, “This is My body.” He then took the cup, blessed it, and gave 

it to them, saying, “This is My blood of the new covenant.” The old covenant involved regular 

repeated animal sacrifice. This new covenant involves the once-for-all sacrifice of Jesus’ blood, 

which fulfilled the old covenant once for all. We now share this Meal regularly in remembrance 

of Jesus’ all-availing sacrifice for the forgiveness of our sins. The second central event recalled 

tonight is the abandonment of Jesus by all who loved Him. This is remembered by the action of 

stripping the altar while Psalm 22 is sung or read. This reminder of how Jesus was forsaken also 

assures us that Jesus is with us at times when we feel forsaken. 

First Reading                                                                                                                         Exodus 24:3–11  

(Moses seals the covenant with the Lord.) 

3Moses came and told the people all the words of the LORD and all the just decrees. And all the people 

answered with one voice and said, “All the words that the LORD has spoken we will do.” 4And Moses 

wrote down all the words of the LORD. He rose early in the morning and built an altar at the foot of the 

mountain, and twelve pillars, according to the twelve tribes of Israel. 5And he sent young men of the 

people of Israel, who offered burnt offerings and sacrificed peace offerings of oxen to the LORD. 6And 

Moses took half of the blood and put it in basins, and half of the blood he threw against the altar. 7Then 

he took the Book of the Covenant and read it in the hearing of the people. And they said, “All that the 

LORD has spoken we will do, and we will be obedient.” 8And Moses took the blood and threw it on the 

people and said, “Behold the blood of the covenant that the LORD has made with you in accordance 

with all these words.” 

 9Then Moses and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel went up, 10and they 

saw the God of Israel. There was under his feet as it were a pavement of sapphire stone, like the very 

heaven for clearness. 11And he did not lay his hand on the chief men of the people of Israel; they beheld 

God, and ate and drank. 

Pastor:      This is the Word of the Lord. 

People:    Thanks be to God. 

Second Reading                                                                                                                         Hebrews 9:11–22  

(Jesus is the high priest of the new covenant who gives His own blood, rather than the blood of animals, to secure 

eternal redemption.) 

 11When Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things that have come, then through the greater 

and more perfect tent (not made with hands, that is, not of this creation) 12he entered once for all into 

the holy places, not by means of the blood of goats and calves but by means of his own blood, thus 

securing an eternal redemption. 13For if the sprinkling of defiled persons with the blood of goats and 

bulls and with the ashes of a heifer sanctifies for the purification of the flesh, 14how much more will the 

blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to God, purify our 

conscience from dead works to serve the living God. 

 15Therefore he is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are called may receive the 

promised eternal inheritance, since a death has occurred that redeems them from the transgressions 

committed under the first covenant. 16For where a will is involved, the death of the one who made it 

must be established. 17For a will takes effect only at death, since it is not in force as long as the one who 
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made it is alive. 18Therefore not even the first covenant was inaugurated without blood. 19For when 

every commandment of the law had been declared by Moses to all the people, he took the blood of 

calves and goats, with water and scarlet wool and hyssop, and sprinkled both the book itself and all the 

people, 20saying, “This is the blood of the covenant that God commanded for you.” 21And in the same 

way he sprinkled with the blood both the tent and all the vessels used in worship. 22Indeed, under the 

law almost everything is purified with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness 

of sins. 

Pastor:      This is the Word of the Lord. 

People:    Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Reading                                                                                                           Matthew 26:17–30  

(Jesus declares the bread to be His body and the cup to be His blood, given and shed for the forgiveness of 

sins.) 

 17Now on the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Where will you have 

us prepare for you to eat the Passover?” 18He said, “Go into the city to a certain man and say to him, 

‘The Teacher says, My time is at hand. I will keep the Passover at your house with my disciples.’” 19And 

the disciples did as Jesus had directed them, and they prepared the Passover. 

 20When it was evening, he reclined at table with the twelve. 21And as they were eating, he said, “Truly, 

I say to you, one of you will betray me.” 22And they were very sorrowful and began to say to him one 

after another, “Is it I, Lord?” 23He answered, “He who has dipped his hand in the dish with me will betray 

me. 24The Son of Man goes as it is written of him, but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is 

betrayed! It would have been better for that man if he had not been born.” 25Judas, who would betray 

him, answered, “Is it I, Rabbi?” He said to him, “You have said so.” 

 26Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to the disciples, 

and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” 27And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he gave it to 

them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you, 28for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many 

for the forgiveness of sins. 29I tell you I will not drink again of this fruit of the vine until that day when I 

drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.” 

 30And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 

Pastor:      This is the Gospel of our Lord. 

People:    Thanks be to God. 

Go to Dark Gethsemane 

1 Go to dark Gethsemane, Ye that feel the Tempter's power; 

Your Redeemer's conflict see, Watch with Him one bitter hour; 

Turn not from His griefs away, Learn of Jesus Christ to pray. 

2 Follow to the judgment-hall, View the Lord of life arraigned; 

Oh, the wormwood and the gall! Oh, the pangs His soul sustained! 

Shun not suffering, shame, or loss; Learn of Him to bear the cross. 
3 Calvary's mournful mountain climb; There, adoring at His feet, 

Mark that miracle of time, God's own sacrifice complete. 

"It is finished!" bear Him cry; Learn of Jesus Christ to die. 

4 Early hasten to the tomb Where they laid His breathless clay; 

All is solitude and gloom,-- Who hath taken Him away? 

Christ is risen! He meets our eyes. Savior, teach us so to rise. 
Public domain  “Go to Dark Gethsemane”     Performed by TheNCrew Eli Eli 



5 
 

 

Sermon                                                    “Joy Despite the Veil of Betrayal” 

-“Father Forgive Them” 

Creed - APOSTLE’S CREED 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The 

third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven 

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and 

the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

Prayers are offered by the pastor with this response after each petition. 

Pastor:      Innocent Lord, who suffered for us, 

People:      Hear our prayer. 

+ 

Pastor:  O Lord Jesus, our Suffering Servant, on this Maundy Thursday, we ask that you would help us carry our 

your commandment uttered on this day, to love one another as you have loved us. Fill us with the desire to 

humbly serve the needs of those around us and to be compassionate toward everyone we encounter, even 

those who have been outcast or abandoned. 

Pastor: Innocent Lord, who suffered for us, 

People: Hear our prayer. 

Pastor: Ever-wise Jesus, guide us to make decisions that are in line with your will and pleasing in your sight. 

Speak to us of your desires as we pray and fill us with confidence to follow through with the plans that you 

have for us, no matter how difficult they may appear to be. 

Pastor: Innocent Lord, who suffered for us, 

People: Hear our prayer. 

Pastor: All-accepting Lord, help us not to be so quick to judge those whom society has deemed worthless or 

unworthy or deserving of death. Make us able to judge for ourselves based on what you have taught us, 

strengthen us to be forgiving and caring to the least and the lost and even those who have cause harm to 

others, and remind us always that you are the ultimate judge over all of us.  

Pastor: Innocent Lord, who suffered for us, 

People: Hear our prayer. 

Pastor: Listening Lord, bend your ear to us as we pray, and help us to be better listeners to the people around 

us who serve as your voice of counsel to us in our decision-making. Let us never turn a deaf ear to those who 

are trying to help us. Help us to weigh our options and consider the consequences of our decisions. Help us 

come to a conclusion that is in line with your design and purpose for us. 

Pastor: Innocent Lord, who suffered for us, 

People: Hear our prayer. 

Pastor: Provider of salvation, on this holy night on which you instituted the sacrament of Holy Communion, 

help us to come to the table reverently to receive your body and blood in bread and wine so that our sins 

might be forgiven. Renew us and refresh us through this sacred meal so that we can move forward in our lives 

and serve you with greater energy. 

Pastor: Innocent Lord, who suffered for us, 

People:  Hear our prayer. 
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Pastor:   For these and all other things we have on our hearts, we ask for your grace, confident that you were 

tried and crucified to save sinners. In your name we pray. Amen. 

Sharing the Peace 

(The  people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of 

reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matthew 5:22-24, Ephesians 4:1-3). 

Scriptural Institution                                                                                                      1 Corinthians 11: 23-26 

Pastor:  “For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was 

betrayed took bread,  and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body, which is for you. 

Do this in remembrance of me.”  In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the 

new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  For as often as you eat 

this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 

Lord’s Prayer [Matthew 6:9–13] 

Pastor: Lord Jesus Christ, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

People:   Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 

those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

611 Chief of Sinners Though I Be 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 
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Stripping of the Altar                                                                                                                  Psalm 22 

[The church is darkened. The pastor and assistants remove Communion vessels, paraments, candles, banners, 

flowers, and any other adornments on the altar and in the chancel.] 

 

The Psalm is read by the pastor  

 

All leave in silence. 
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